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CUMMINS, Leslie              

2nd Lieutenant 

10th Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment 
Place of Birth: Grimsby 
Date of Death: Saturday 1st July 1916 
Killed in Action 
Memorial: Thiepval 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 23 years 
 
Leslie Cummins was born 30th April 1892 in Grimsby, Lincolnshire.  His father 
George Valentine Cummins and mother Mary, nee Sanderson, had four other 
children, Leslie being the eldest son.  The family lived in the Grimsby area, where 
the father was employed as a draper’s assistant, and the children were educated 
locally. 
 

On 1st October, 1909, at the age of 17, he commenced duties as a Laboratory 
Assistant at the Municipal College Grimsby with a salary of £20 p.a. This had risen to 
£30 p.a. by the time he left on 20th September, 1912 to move to Haverhill. While in 
Grimsby he became friendly with Ransome Coote Green, the grandson of Edward 

Marriot Green a long established local 
stonemason whose business was at 59, 
High Street.  On 23rd September, Leslie 
and Ransome both took up teaching 
positions with the Haverhill Board School 
where Leslie became popular with all 
classes. He integrated well into the 
community, played sport, in particular 
football with the Rovers, and attended the 
Old Independent Church.  

 
 
In August 1914 posters appeared on the 
walls across Grimsby appealing to men to 
bear arms in a new Lincolnshire battalion.  
This was Lord Kitchener’s plan to encourage 
more men to join the army with local 
battalions offering recruits the promise they 
would serve alongside their friends or "pals".   
 
On 7th September, 1914 Leslie and Ransome 
left the Board School, travelling back to 
Grimsby to volunteer for the newly formed 
‘Grimsby Chums’ Battalion of the Lincolnshire 
Regiment.   
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Kitchener,_1st_Earl_Kitchener
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They both enlisted as Privates, but were soon promoted to Sergeant, before gaining 
commissions. Lesley became 2nd Lieutenant on 5th January, 1915 as published in the 
London Gazette. 
 

Grimsby Chums, Leslie Cummings (2
nd

 left 
in trench) and Ransome Coote Green (1st 
right in trench) taking part in trench digging 
exercises before leaving for France. 
 

The Battalion trained at Brocklesby 
camp until June 1915 then the next 
few months were spent at Perham 
Down, Salisbury Plain and 
Warminster, before sailing to France 
on 5th January, 1916.   
They arrived at Armentieres before 
moving to the Somme to prepare for 
the great offensive which was to be 

the ‘Chums’ first taste of battle.  Of some 500 to 600 men who took part, only 
approximately 100 returned to the trenches. 
   
On 1st July, 1916, the first day of the Battle of the Somme, the Grimsby Chums, 
including 2nd Lt Leslie Cummins and his friend Lt Ransome Coote Green, were in the 
first wave attacking the fortified village of La Boisselle, just south of the Albert-
Bapaume road. To aid their attack, a massive mine, known as the Lochnagar mine, 
was detonated beneath the German trenches at 7.28 am, two minutes before Zero 
hour.  At 7.30 am, the Grimsby Chums rushed forward.  
 
2nd Lt Leslie Cummins leading his A Company platoon and shouting, “Over the top 
and good luck to you all!”, paused to drag a wounded soldier to some cover in a shell 
hole.  As he straightened up from his labours he was killed instantly.  
 
What happened to Leslie was well documented in The South-West Suffolk Echo of 
Saturday 22nd July 1916 which reported: - 

 
A letter addressed to his family from 2nd Lt (name illegible) says “I am sure 
you would like to know that he fell in front of a glorious charge. Under a 
heavy machine gun fire he had dragged a wounded friend to cover and 
then insisted on going forward. He rallied his men but had not gone four 
yards before he dropped, shot through the heart.” 
 
… A letter from the Colonel says,  “He died instantly”, and that “I have lost 
one of the best officers I had”. …  
 
Lieut R. Coote Green, himself wounded, adds, in giving the news of the 
death of Lieut Cummins,  “He was one of the best and finest friends that 
one could have”. 

 
The West Suffolk Education Committee and the Haverhill School Managers wrote to 
Leslie’s parents expressing their sympathy and speaking very highly of the dead 
officer. 
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In total the Grimsby Chums suffered 502 casualties on 1st July 1916; 15 officers and 
487 other ranks.  Of those who came back only 2 of the officers and about 100 other 
ranks were not wounded. Leslie was the first of 22 brave Haverhill men to die in the 
Battle of the Somme.  
 

Leslie is remembered at the 
Thiepval Memorial, and on the 
Old Independent Church Roll 
of Honour. 
photo courtesy of CWGC 

 
 Leslie was awarded the Victory and British Medals. 
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The Memorial Cross, raised by public 
subscription, was dedicated and 
unveiled during an impressive 
ceremony on 20th November 1920. 
The memorial cost £1250.  
 
The stone mason who was 
responsible for this work was Edward 
Coote Green, who had returned to 
Haverhill from Grimsby in 1915 to 
take over the family business after 
his own father’s death.  
 
Edward Coote Green was the father of Lt Ransome Coote Green who was Leslie’s 
good friend.  
 
Lt Ransome Coote Green was badly wounded just 3 days later.  The Echo of 8th 
July, 1916 reported that the family received the news by way of a telegram.  “Regret 
to inform you that Lt R C Green, Lincolnshire Regiment, was admitted 4th July, to 7th 
Stationary Hospital, Boulogne with gunshot wound right knee, serious.”  He was to 
survive ending the war as a Major.  Two years later, in November 1918, he was to 
learn of the death of his brother Frank Green at Epehy Wood. 
 
Photos of Leslie Cummings and the Grimsby Chums reproduced with the kind permission of 
Peter Chapman,author of  THE STORY OF THE CHUMS 


